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In the dog house

Present & past tenses

A good nose
for a bargain

An Alsatian dog called Gunther
(1) _ (recently buy) Madonna’s
former home in Miami for $8 million.
Gunther, who last year (2) ___ (inherit)
$150 million from a German countess,
(3) __ (sign) on the dotted line with a
paw print.

‘Gunther (4) ___ (never be) stupid
with his money; at least not since I
(5) ___ (work) for him; (6) ___ (say) an
aide, as he (7) __ (explain) how the

Interview with Madonna
Indirect 1

questions
a recent interview.

‘I don’t know. Ask me in ten years.”

‘ILhope so. I'd like to have another.”
‘It’'s a huge waste of time.”
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kind of love.”

‘Tdon’t. For me it’s really impulsive.’
“Well, when you become famous, you do trade one kind of love for another

Put the verbs in the newspaper article into the most appropriate present or past tense.

dog (8) __ (earlier reject) Sylvester
Stallone’s $25 million estate.‘He
certainly (9) ___ (have) a good nose for
a bargain.

Gunther, who also (10) __ (own)
property in Germany, (11) __ (already
make) himself very much at home in
Miami. He regularly (12) ___ (tour) the
countryside in his chauffeur-driven
BMW and (13) ___ (take) occasional
dips in his swimming pool.‘Gunther
(14) __ (currently think) about his
next purchase, (15) ___ (say) the aide.
‘Perhaps he’ll follow Madonna to
London.I (16) ___ (hear) Barking is a
nice area!’

When you are asking about people’s personal lives, indirect questions are often more
polite than direct questions. Write the indirect questions that Madonna was asked in

a) ‘How have your children changed your life?” ‘I'd like to know ..."

b) ‘Will you have any more children?” ‘Do you think ..."

©) ‘Do you enjoy scheming up new images all the time?’ ‘Could you tell me ..."
d) “Will you ever have plastic surgery?” ‘Do you think .
e) ‘Have you traded love for fame? ‘Would you say that ...

f) ‘Whatis your star sign?” ‘Do you mind telling me ..."

g) ‘Why did you stop going to the gym?’ ‘I was wondering ..."

2 Match the interviewer’s questions (a—g) in 1 with Madonna’s answers (1-7).

‘My sun sign is Leo. My rising sign is Aquarius, and my moon is in Virgo.”

‘They’ve changed my life in a million ways."

3 Work with a partner. Think of three personal questions you would like to ask your
partner. Make the questions indirect to make them as polite as possible.
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5 B3 34 Listen and check your answers. Which do you think is the funniest joke?

The present perfect shows a connection between the
past and the present. Whether you use the simple or
continuous forms will often depend on whether the

verb has a dynamic meaning or a stative meaning.

Verb with dynamic meaning +
present perfect continuous

This combination can express actions, activities or
processes which are incomplete or ongoing. They
started in the past and continue now.

I've been doing this job since | was 21.

How long have you been saving with the same bank?

Note: Although generally the present perfect
continuous is preferred for incomplete actions,
activities or processes, occasionally you may want to
emphasise the permanence of the action, activity or
process. In these circumstances you can use the
present perfect simple. Compare:

| I've lived / worked in the same town all my life.
(permanent, state-like situation)

I've been living / working in Paris for the last few
months. (temporary, dynamic)

Language reference: present perfect simple & continuous

Verb with dynamic meaning +
present perfect simple

This combination can express actions, activities or
processes which are completed. They have ‘happened’
in a period of time up to and including the present.
He’s tried to climb Everest three times.

I've only missed a plane once in my life.

Verb with stative meaning +
present perfect simple

This combination can express a situation which is
incomplete or ongoing. It started in the past and
continues now.

I've had my trusty old Land Rover for years.

How long have you known your English teacher?
Note: You cannot normally use verbs with stative
meanings in the present perfect continuous.
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1 Work with a partner. Say whether you agree or disagree with the following statements.

a) Children should read more books.

b) These days it's unsafe for children to play outside on their own.

c) Given the chance, children would rather watch TV than do things outside.

d) 1t's important for children to have a computer and/or a television in their bedroom.

Reading

2 Read the article. What do the numbers in the box refer to?

1in7 9 72% 1% 5 1in100 57% 1in5
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Today, parents are increasingly worried about
the safety of their children, and because of this,
they are not letting their children out to play. As
a result, children are no longer playing outside
but shutting themselves away in their rooms
and losing themselves in individualistic activities
such as television viewing and computer
games.

Yet, if they had the chance, they would
rather get out of the house and go to the
cinema, see friends or play sport. In fact, when
asked what their idea of a good day was, only
1in 7 said that they would turn on the
television.

British teenagers have always retreated to
their bedrooms, leaving the younger children to
play in communal spaces such as the sitting
room, garden or kitchen. However, children
from the age of 9 are now turning to their
bedrooms as a place to socialise.

Bedroom culture is a phenomenon of the
past 20 years with families getting smaller and
homes getting more spacious. Increasing
prosperity has also contributed to the rise of
the bedroom culture.

Of British children aged 6 to 17, 72% have
a room they do not have to share with a
sibling, 68% have their own music installation,
34% have an electronic games controller
hooked up to the television, 21% have a video
and 12% have a PC. Only 1%, on the other
hand, have an Internet connection in their
bedroom.
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On average children devote 5 hours a day to
screen media. Even so, only 1 child in 100 can
be classed as a real screen addict, a child who
spends a worrying 7 hours or more watching
TV or playing computer games.

Although children generally have a few
favourite programmes, they mostly use
television to kill time when they are bored and
have nothing special to do. Moreover, the
distinction between individualistic media use
and social activities such as chatting with
friends is less extreme than is commonly
assumed. Children gossip about television soap
characters, make contact with other children on
the Internet, and visit friends to admire their
new computer games.

As the use of PCs proliferates, reading skills
are expected to suffer. Nevertheless, 57% of
children say they still enjoy reading, and 1in 5
teenagers can be classed as a book-lover.

As a result of the bedroom culture, it is
becoming rarer for children over the age of 10
to watch television with their parents.

Once in their rooms, children tend to stay up
watching television for as long as they wish.
Consequently it is getting harder to control
children’s viewing.

One father told researchers that he drew
the line at 9 pm. His son, on the other hand,
said, ‘They tell us to go up at about 9.30 or 10
or something, and then we just watch until
they come up and tell us to switch it off at
110r11.30.

(suomsesaiul pue JuapuadapU] 2yL Ul SIPIIE UO Pases)




[image: image3.png]3 Complete the sentences using the words in the box.

losing kil devote classed draw  shut

a) Children should less time to television and more time to doing sport.
b) One of life’s greatest pleasures is yourself in a really good book.
c) Most teenagers nowadays can be as computer-literate.

d) It's okay for children to have mobile phones, but parents should ____ the line at
letting them take them to school.

e) Children who ____ themselves away in their bedrooms to play computer games
miss out on developing important social skills.

f) Alotof children ____ time playing game-boys while they’re waiting for school to
start. It would be much better if they interacted with other children.

Do you agree with the statements? Discuss with a partner.

Linkers 1 Sentences a-g summarise the article in 2 in the previous section. Add another sentence
to each summary point. Use the sentences 1-7.

a) Parents are worried about children’s safety on the streets.

b) Children are spending more time in their rooms watching television and playing
computer games.

c) Families are getting smaller and homes are getting bigger.

d) The majority of children have a television, a stereo or a PC in their rooms.

e) On average, children spend five hours a day using screen media.

f) As more children use PCs, experts expect reading skills to suffer.

g) Children watch television in their rooms after bedtime.

Even so, only a low percentage of children can be classed as screen addicts.
As a result, they aren’t allowing their children to play outside.

On the other hand, few children have Internet access in their rooms.

Yet they would prefer to stay out.

Consequently, it is getting more difficult for parents to control their children’s
television viewing.

Increasing prosperity has also contributed to the rise of bedroom culture.

7  Nevertheless, many children say that they still enjoy reading.
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2 In the extra sentences (1-7) in 1, the word or phrase which links these sentences to the
main sentences (a-g) is highlighted in bold. Classify each linker in the following table.

adding more information | connecting contrasting ideas | showing cause and effect

also I even so [ as a result

3 Find more linkers in the article in the previous section and add them to the categories.
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A businessman  in An 80-year-old woman Air waffic control at
Swansea thought a bug bought a Beatles single Manchester Airport are
had struck when his in the early sixties. She’s worried that Furby toys I
computer exploded. He never owned a record may interfere  with | |
discovered that a mouse player. She hasn’t heard navigation equipment. | |

had been inside and left

droppings on the circuit

board.
—

it yet.

The toys have been
banned from flights in
and out of Manchester.

Thieves stole a stereo Mobile phones have been
system and some tapes interfering with music
from a car in Rochester, played on the jukebox in
Kent. They left behind a a pub in Oxford. The
tape by Julio Iglesias. offending gadgets have
been banned.
—e e pd

Discussion 1 Work in groups. Compare the following, discussing the advantages and disadvantages
& listening in each case.

ANGUAGE TOOLBOX a) e-mail versus ‘snail mail’ (writing letters)

ik ... In my opinion ... b) surfif\g the Internet versus going to the library

agree ... | don't agree .. o) playing computer games versus watching television
d) shopping online versus going out shopping

e) watching television versus reading a book

2 35 Listen to five people (1-5) talking about the same topics. Did any of them
express the same opinions as you?

Writing 1 You are going to present a written argument about the advantages and disadvantages

of mobile phones.

Make two lists:

1 Arguments in favour of mobile phones 2 Arguments against mobile phones

2 Work with a partner.

Combine your lists and choose the three most important points in favour of mobile
phones and the three most important points against mobile phones. Think about what
happens as a consequence of the points you have made.

For example:
ANGUAGE TOOLBOX Point in favour: You can use mobile phones anywhere.
Fastly, Secondly, Consequence:  People use mobile phones in inappropriate places (eg cinemas, restaurants).

Finally/Lastly Point against:  People tend to have their mobile phones on all the time.

‘One of the advantages/ Consequence:  The phones can cause a disturbance when they ring.
 asadvantages of mobile

phones is that .. 3 Start your written argument with this opening line:
The main advantage of People often focus on the negative aspects of mobile phones and
- mobile phones is that .... forget about the positives, of which there are many.

Another point in favour of /

Use the plan and think about the linking words you are
33inst mobile phones is

hat going to use to connect the points you have made.
Personally, | think .. Paragraph 1 Introduction: present the topic

I my opinion, .. Paragraph 2 Points in favour

On balance, Paragraph 3 Points against

| Paragraph 4 Conclusion and/or your opinion

“Jane, darling, I'm just on my way
home. I shouldn't be too late ...






